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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . Abstract is greater than 1 50 words. Correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Philips et al. (US 6,792,399) and official notice. 

CLAIMS: 

1 .A method for analyzing financial data, the method comprising the 
steps of: 

obtaining a plurality of data points related to a security,/col 1, L15-48; col 12,L54 to col 
13, L20 

each data point comprises associated data regarding the security;/ abstract: cluster 
analysis; fig 8,10 

designating one of the data points as a reference data point;fig 5A,B; fig 8 
choosing one of the data points as a chosen data point, not 
using an arithmetical pattern; and/ fig 5A,B; fig 8 
examining the data of the chosen data point with the data of 
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the reference data point, thereby producing a data analysis./ abstract; fig 5A,B; fig 8; col 

12, L54 to col 13, L20 

2The method as described in claim 1, wherein the chosen data point 
further comprises a plurality of chosen individual data points./abstract 

3. The method as described in claim 2, further comprising the step 

of ordering the chosen individual data points according to an ordering function 
prior to the examining step, thereby producing an ordered series and an ordered 
position corresponding to each chosen individual data point./abstract; col 12.L54 to col 

13, L20; 

4. The method as described in claim 3, further comprising the step 
of reporting the data analysis. 

5. The method as described in claim 4, wherein the reporting step 
comprises displaying the data analysis on a video display means./fig 10(166) 

6. The method as described in claim 5, wherein the displaying step 

further includes the step of formatting the data analysis in a format chosen from 
the group consisting of a table, a spreadsheet export file, or a graph./fig 5A-10 

7. Philips discloses percent./col 6, L44-49. However, Philips does not explicitly disclose 
percentage change: wherein the examining step comprises utilizing a comparison 
expressed 

by the equation 

((TOPoint-FROMPoint)/FROMPoint)*100 = +/- %, 

wherein "FROMPoint" is the reference point and "TOPoint" is each of the chosen 
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individual data points, and each ordered position corresponding to Topoint 
follows in the ordered series the ordered position corresponding to EROMPoint. 

Official notice is taken that this feature is old and well known in 
the art. It would have been obvious to one of 

ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's invention to implement this 

feature for the advantage of comparing changes in data over the dependent variable(s) 

for a robust mathematical analysis. 

8. Philips discloses percent./col 6, L44-49. However, Philips does not explicitly disclose 
the examining step comprises utilizing a comparison expressed by the equation 
((TOPoint-FROMPoint)/EROroint)*100 = +/- %, 

wherein "Topoint" is the reference point and "FROMPoint" is each of the chosen 
individual data points, and each ordered position corresponding to Topoint 
follows in the ordered series the ordered position corresponding to FROMPoint. 
Official notice is taken that this feature of percentage change is old and well known in 
the art. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to implement this feature for the advantage of comparing changes 
in data over the dependent variable(s) for a robust mathematical analysis. 

9. The method as described in claim 3, wherein the reference point 
further comprises a plurality of reference individual data points, there being 

a one-to-one correspondence between the reference individual data points and the 
chosen individual data points./abstract(cluster analysis)/ abstract; col 12.L54 to col 13, 
L20 
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10. The method as described in claim 9, wherein the examining step 
comprises utilizing a comparison expressed by the equation 
((TOPoint-FROMPoint)/FROMPoint)*100 = +/- % 

wherein each pair of "FRoMpoint" and "TOPoint" are each corresponding reference 
individual data point and chosen individual data point./refer to claim 8 
1 1 The method as described in claim 9, wherein the examining step 
comprises utilizing a comparison expressed by the equation 
((FROMPoint-TOPoint)yTOPoint)*100 = +/- % 

wherein each pair of "TOPoint" and "FROMPoint" are each corresponding reference 
individual data point and chosen individual data point./abstract, refer to claim 8/ 

12. The method as described in claim 3, wherein the ordering 

function comprises date order and each data point comprises the value of the 
security at a specific date./fig 6-10 

13. The method as described in claim 3, wherein the ordering 

function comprises date-and-time order and each data point comprises a value of 
the security at a specific date and time./fig 6-10 

14. The method as described in claim 3, further comprising the step 

of exporting the data analysis to a second method of analyzing financial data./refer to 
claim 1 

15. A system for analyzing financial data, the system comprising: 
a means for obtaining a plurality of data points related to a 

security, each data point comprising associated data regarding the security; 
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a means for designating one of the data points as a reference 
data point; 

a means for choosing one of the data points as a chosen data 

point, not using an arithmetical pattern; 

a means for examining the data corresponding to the reference 

data point with the data corresponding to the chosen data point, thereby 

producing a data analysis./ refer all to claim 1 

16. The system as described in claim 15, wherein the chosen data 

point further comprises a plurality of chosen individual data points./ claim 2 

17. The system as described in claim 16, wherein the examining means 
comprises a means for ordering the chosen data points according to an ordering 
function, thereby producing an ordered series and an ordered position 
corresponding to each chosen individual data point./ refer to claim 3 

18. The system as described in claim 17, further comprising a 
reporting means to report the data analysis./ refer to claim 4,5 

19. The system as described in claim 18, wherein the reporting means 
comprises a means to display the data analysis in a format chosen from the group 
consisting of a table, a spreadsheet export file, or a graph./ refer to claim 6 

20. The system as described in claim 17, wherein the examining means 
a means for performing a comparison expressed by the equation 
TOPoint-FROMPoint)/FROMPoint)*100 = +/- %, 

wherein "FROMPoint" is the reference point and "TOPoint" is each of the chosen 
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individual data points, and each ordered position corresponding to Topoint 

follows in the ordered series the ordered position corresponding to FROMPointV refer to 

claim 7 

21. The system as described in claim 17, wherein the examining means 

further comprises a means for performing a comparison expressed by the equation 
TOPoint-FROMPoint)/FROMPoint)*100 = +/- %, 

wherein "Topoint" is the reference point and "FROMPoint" is each of the chosen 
individual data points, and each ordered position corresponding to Topoint 
follows in the ordered series the ordered position corresponding to FROM Point/refer to 
claim 7 

22. The system as described in claim 17, wherein the reference point 
further comprises a plurality of reference individual data points, there being 

a one-to-one correspondence between the reference individual data points and the 
chosen individual data points./ refer to claim 9 

23. The system as described in claim 22, wherein the examining means 

further comprises a means for performing a comparison expressed by the equation 
((TOPoint-FROMPoint)/FROMPoint)*l00 = +/- % 

wherein each pair of "EROMPoint" and "TOPoint" are each corresponding reference 
individual data point and chosen individual data point./refer to claim 10 

24. The system as described in claim 22, wherein the examining means 

further comprises a means for performing a comparison expressed by the equation 
((FROMPoint-TOPoint)/TOPoint)*100 = +/- % 
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wherein each pair of "TOPoint" and "FROMPoint" are each corresponding reference 
individual data point and chosen individual data point/refer to claim 11 

25. The system as described in claim 17, wherein the ordering 

function comprises date order and each data point comprises a value of the 
security on a specific date./refer to claim 12 

26. The system as described in claim 17, wherein the ordering 

function comprises date-and-time order and each data point comprises a value of 
the security at a specific date and time./refer to claim 16 

27. The system as described in claim 17, further comprising a means for exporting the 
data analysis to a second means of analyzing financial data./refer to claim 14 

28. A method for analyzing data of a category, the system comprising 
the steps of: 

obtaining a plurality of data points related to the category, 
each data point comprises associated data regarding the category; 
designating one of the data points as a reference data point; 
choosing one of the data points as a chosen data point, not 
using an arithmetical pattern; 

examining the data corresponding to the reference data point 

with the data corresponding to the chosen data point: thereby producing a data 

analysis./ refer to claim 1 

29. The method as described in claim 28, wherein the chosen data 

point further comprises a plurality of chosen individual data points./claim 2 
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30. The method as described in claim 29, further comprising the step 

of ordering the chosen data points prior to the examining step./refer to claim 3 

31 . The method as described in claim 30, further comprising the step 
of reporting the data analysis./ refer to claim 4 

32. The method as described in claim 29, wherein the category 
finance./ refer to claim 1 

33. The method as described in claim 32, wherein the associated data 

is chosen from the group consisting of sales data, inventory data, cost data, 

margin data, income tax data, depreciation data, and amortization data./refer to claim 1 

34. A system for analyzing data of 
category, the system comprising: 

a means for obtaining a plurality of data points related to the 

category, each data point comprises associated data regarding the category; 

a means for designating one of the data points as a reference 

data point; 

a means for choosing one of the data points as a chosen data 

point, not using an arithmetical pattern; 

a means for examining the data corresponding to the reference 

data point with the data corresponding to the chosen data point, thereby 

producing a data analysis./refer to claim 28 

35. The system as described in claim 34, wherein the chosen data 

point further comprises a plurality of chosen individual data points./ refer to claim 29 
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36. The system as described in claim 35, wherein the examining means comprises 
a means for ordering the chosen data points prior to examining the 

data./ refer to claim 30 

37. The system as described in claim 36, further comprising a 
reporting means to report the data analysis./refer to claim 31 

38. The system as described in claim 35, wherein the category 
comprises finance./ refer to claim 32 

39. The system as described in claim 38, wherein the associated data 

is chosen from the group consisting of sales data, inventory data, cost data, 

margin data, income tax data, depreciation data, and amortization data./ refer to claim 



This action is NON-FINAL. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Steven R. Wasylchak whose 
telephone number is (703) 308-2848. The examiner can normally be reached on 
Monday-Thursday from 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vincent Millin, can be reached at (703) 308-1065. The fax number for Art 
Unit 3624 is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone^otfrnLuji fe"(T03W 
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